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AGENDA 
CITY OF FERNDALE ς HUMBOLDT COUNTY CALIFORNIA ς U.S.A. 

REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
 

Location: City Hall 
834 Main Street 
Ferndale CA 95536 

Date: July 21, 2010 

 Time: 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

 Posted: 7/16  

The City endeavors to be ADA compliant. Should you require assistance with written 

information or access to the facility please call 786-4224  24 hours prior to the meeting. 

1.0 Open meeting / flag salute / roll call  
2.0 Update Agenda  

2.1 Proposed changes, modifications to agenda items  
2.2 Commissioners comments  

3.0 Approval of previous minutes ς June 16, 2010 ....................................... Page 2 
4.0 Public Comment  ...................................................................................... Page 4 
5.0 Public Hearing  ......................................................................................... none 
6.0 Correspondence and Oral Communications  ........................................... Page 5 
7.0 Business 

7.1 Design Review Committee member changes  ............................. Page 6 
7.2 Design Review Committee member appointment ...................... Page 7 
7.3 General Plan Review update ........................................................ Page 10 

8.0 /ƛǘȅ /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ ŀƴŘ /ƛǘȅ tƭŀƴƴŜǊΩǎ {ǘŀŦŦ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ  ........................................... Page 15 
9.0 Design Review Minutes  ........................................................................... none 
10.0 Adjournment ς Next regular meeting August 18, 2010  ......................... Page 16 
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C i t y  o f  F e r n d a l e ,  H u m b o l d t  C o u n t y ,  C a l i f o r n i a  U S A 
Minutes for Planning Commission Meeting of June 16, 2010 

 

Call to Order: Chair Jorgen Von Frausing-Borch called the Regular Planning Commission meeting to order 
at 7:00 p.m.  Commissioners Dan Brown, Lino Mogni, John Maxwell and Nancy Trujillo as well as City 
Clerk Nancy Kaytis-Slocum were present. Those in attendance pledged allegiance to the flag.  
 
Under Commissioner Comments there was a lengthy discussion regarding conflicts of interest and when 
a person should recuse themselves from a vote. The discussion included comments about the role of the 
Design Review Committee. Staff was requested to put this on the agenda for further discussion at the 
next meeting. Commissioner Mogni felt that ordinances have to be changed. The Chair asked him to 
present those items that should be looked at to Staff so that background information could be gathered 
for the next meeting. Both items should be discussion and possible action.  
   
MOTION: (Brown/Von Frausing-Borch) The May 19, 2010 minutes were approved. Three yeas, with two 
abstentions.  There was no public comment. 
 
Ordinance 2010-04 Amending §§6.05.4(d)(I and ii) Pertaining to Numbers of Members needed for 
approval of Design Review and §7.26.2 of Zoning Ordinance 02-02 pertaining to Yard Requirements 
(setbacks) for Accessory Buildings. Commissioner Trujillo asked that the ordinance as presented be split 
so that there is one ordinance (2010-04) for amending §6.05.4(d)(I and ii) Pertaining to Numbers of 
Members needed for approval of Design Review; and a separate ordinance (2010-05) for §7.26.2 
pertaining to Yard Requirements (setbacks) for Accessory Buildings. On the first item, Ordinance 2010-
04, Commissioner Trujillo expressed her frustration with Design Review process; she felt that the 
Planning Commission created the committee of five people so that they could meet and discuss design 
review items in an open forum, at a noticed meeting, where the public could voice their opinions. She 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƳŀƛƭŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
being any discussion between members. The commission voiced their concern that this item was 
presented as an ordinance instead of being brought to the commission as an idea to discuss. MOTION: 
(Trujillo/Maxwell) Deny the proposed ordinance change to §6.05.4(d)(I and ii) Pertaining to Numbers of 
Members needed for approval of Design Review. All in favor. Discussion continued on the procedure 
used for design review. It was agreed that when items go out by email that the committee members be 
asked to reply within five working days, or their vote will be considered an abstention. Staff is to wait for 
all five votes to come in before calling the applicant with approval or denial. If any one of the design 
review committee members wants to discuss the item, it will go to the next Design Review Committee 
as a noticed agenda item. 
 
On the next proposed Ordinance 2010-05 on §7.26.2 pertaining to Yard Requirements (setbacks) for 
Accessory Buildings, Commissioner Trujillo wants all the setbacks to be the same for accessory buildings, 
whether on the front half of the property or back half of the property. MOTION: (von Frausing-
Borch/Trujillo) Table this item until the Uniform Building Code can be presented. All in favor. 
 
 
Appointment to Design Review Committee. Commissioner Brown would like to discuss this at the next 
meeting after we have the discussion about the role of the Design Review Committee. There was further 
discussion about conflicts of interest. Commissioner Trujillo asked for a legal opinion. Commissioner 
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Brown noted that our ethics training indicates that it is up to the individual to decide whether to recuse 
themselves. There was consensus that this item be tabled until the next meeting and that the applicants 
be asked to attend the meeting.  
 
Shaw House Inn vacancy sign - 703 Main Street: Discussion included whether all businesses should get 
letters, energy conservation, wording of a letter, the reason for the formation of the ad hoc committee, 
ordinance changes, whether the city should be telling a person what might be acceptable, why there has 
been no action on the No Brand Burger Stand lighting infractions. MOTION (Trujillo/Maxwell) Direct staff 
to write a letter and to have the Chairman of the Design Review Committee read the draft, and as a 
representative of the Planning Commission, approve the draft before it goes out. All in favor. MOTION: 
όaŀȄǿŜƭƭκ¢ǊǳƧƛƭƭƻύ 5ƛǊŜŎǘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ wŜǾƛŜǿΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ 
alternative and request that applicant re-apply. Four ayes, one Nay. 
 
Abraxas Gutters - 505 Main Street: Commissioner Brown pointed out that the application presented on 
рκмоκмл ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άL ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƭŘ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ƎǳǘǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜŀƳƭŜǎǎ ƎǳǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦέ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ƎǳǘǘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ 
replaced with seamless metal gutters. This item is marked no action. MOTION: (Trujillo/Maxwell) 
Recommend that this be considered an emergency item so that it can be acted upon. Four ayes, one 
nay. MOTION: (Trujillo/Maxwell) Send a similar letter as in the previous item giving the applicant 
options. Four ayes, one nay. 
 
Design Review at the City Council level: The City Clerk read portions of the DRAFT minutes from the City 
Council meeting of June 4, 2010 to relay what the motions were. 
 
The Design Review Minutes of 4/22/10 should not have been marked DRAFT, as they had been 
approved by the Design Review Committee. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm. The next meeting will be July 21, 2010. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
Nancy Kaytis-Slocum, City Clerk 
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Section 4 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

This time is for persons who wish to address the Commission on any matter not on 
this agenda and over which the Commission has jurisdiction. 
 
Items requiring Commission action not listed on this agenda will be placed on the next 
regular agenda for consideration, unless a finding is made by at least 2/3rd of the 
Commission (three of the five members) that the item came up after the agenda was 
posted and is of an urgent nature requiring immediate action. 
 
This portion of the meeting will be approximately 30 minutes total for all speakers, 
with each speaker given no more than five minutes. 
 
Please state your name and address for the record. (This is optional.) 
 

Section 5 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None in July 

 

 
Section 6 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Correspondence Files are available for review at City Hall during 
regular business hours, Monday through Thursday, 9am to 4pm. 
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Re 505 Main Street άWhen the roof 

was replaced the existing metal gutter 

on the north side of the building was 

removed and replaced with metal 

gutter.έ 
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Section 7 

 
BUSINESS 

 

Meeting Date: July 21, 2010 Agenda Item Number 7.1 

Agenda Item Title: Design Review Committee member appointment from within the 
Planning Commission 

Presented By: Jorgen von Frausing Borch, Chairman Planning Commission 
or Dan Brown, Chairman Design Review Committee 

Type of Item: x Action  Discussion  Information 

Action Required:  No Action x Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Appoint or re-affirm Planning Commission membership in the design review committee. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
During our last Planning Commission meeting, Design Review committee member Lino Mogni relayed 

the information that he did not think that a Design Review Committee is necessary. Dan Brown, Design 

Review Committee chair, asked that this be put on the agenda for discussion. Chair Jorgen von Frausing 

Borch also asked for discussion on whether the committee member should resign and be replaced by a 

Planning Commissioner who wants to participate in the committee.  

The Design Review Committee is an official committee formed by the City Council when they adopted 

Ordinance 09-01, changing the design control combining or ςD Zone in Zoning Ordinance 02-02. The 

changes included the Planning Commission recommendation to the Council for appointment of two 

Planning Commission members to the Design Review Committee, along with PC recommendation for 

Council appointment of three members of the public to the Design Review Committee. (§6.05.4(a)(b).) 

Also integrated is how design review applications will be presented to the committee members 

(§6.05.4(d).  
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Meeting Date: July 21, 2010 Agenda Item Number 7.2 

Agenda Item Title: Design Review Committee member recommendation 

Presented By: Dan Brown, Chair of the Design Review Committee 

Type of Item:  Action  Discussion  Information 

Action Required:  No Action  Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Review the attached letters of interest and make a recommendation to the City Council for appointment 
to fill the Design Review Committee vacancy. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
The City Council directed staff to advertise the vacancy in the Design Review Committee when Doug 

Brown resigned. An advertisement was placed in the newspaper, and notices were posted on two 

bulletin boards. No applications were received by the closing date of 5/25/10. Accordingly, the position 

was re-advertised on bulletin boards and in the Ferndale Enterprise on 6/3/10, with a closing date of 

6/14/10. 

According to the Zoning Ordinance, the Planning Commission makes recommendations to the City 

Council for appointments: 

6.05.4 Design Review Use Permits for structural or building alterations, remodeling or 
improvements so as to change the outward appearance of the structure or building, 
including changes in exterior paint color, shall be subject to the following procedures: 
a. The Planning Commission shall appoint two of its members as Design Review 

Committee Members. 
b. The Planning Commission shall interview and recommend to the City Council 

appointment of three members from the 95536 zip code, preferably with design 
background in planning, architecture, landscape architecture, historical restoration, or 
other similar experience related to the design of physical improvements and buildings 
in the following manner: 
i. The City Clerk shall advertise the vacancy(ies) (via notice in newspaper, 

public posting) and notify Ferndale residents to contact the City Clerk for an 
application, which can be picked up at City Hall or mailed to the applicant.  

ii. Applications must be received by the City Clerk by ten (10) calendar days 
from the date of posting of the vacancy. Applications must be forwarded to 
the members of the Planning Commission by the next regular or special 
meeting. The Planning Commission will interview applicants and make 
appointments at their next regular or special meeting. 

iii. ! ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ 
supporting the ranking will be forwarded to the City Council for their next 
regular or special meeting. 

iv. The first person(s) that receives a majority will be selected to fill the vacancy. 
If a majority is not obtained, or if there are no applicants, the vacancy will be 
re-advertised and the clock resets. 
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Meeting Date: July 21, 2010 Agenda Item Number 7.3 

Agenda Item Title: General Plan Update 

Presented By: Jay Parrish, City Manager 

Type of Item:  Action  Discussion x Information 

Action Required: x No Action  Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Receive and file 
 

BACKGROUND: 
The Housing Element is going through its last review by the Housing and Community Development.  

The City Council has passed the FY 2010-2011 Budget which included $15,000 for continuation of the 

General Plan Update. Attached is PlanwestΩs proposed multi-year General Plan Update Scope and 

Contents. 
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