


Declaration:
As a result of the Initial Study, prepared by the City of Ferndale dated July 30, 2008, it has been
found that the proposed project will not have any significant effects on the environment. A
recommendation will be made to the Planning Commission to adopt a Mitigated Negative
Declaration.

Review Period:
July 31, 2008 to August 30, 2008 the public is hereby invited to submit written comments
regarding the environmental findings and Mitigated Negative Declaration determination. Such
comments may be submitted prior to or during the Commission's hearing(s).

Public Hearing Dates:
Planning Commission Meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 17, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at
834 Main Street, Ferndale, California, in the Council Chambers.

Document Availability:
The Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration will be available for public review at the
following locations between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5p.m., Monday through Friday:

• City of Ferndale, 834 Main Street, Ferndale, CA 95536

• Ferndale Library, 807 Main Street, Ferndale, CA 95536

Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration Prepared by:
Planwest Partners Inc. (Contract City Planners) Contact: George Williamson AICP
1125 16th Street, Suite 200 Title: Principal Planner
Arcata, CA 95521 Telephone: (707)825-8260

Fax: (707)825-9181

Signature: Date: July 31, 2008
Nancy Ka'ftis-Slejcum, City Clerk
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Mitigation Measures 
 
MITIGATION MEASURE NO. 1.  Any and all exterior lighting shall be located and shielded 
such that no light or glare extends beyond the property line.  In addition, no portion of the 
illuminated portion of the fixture/lens shall extend below the shield.  The location of all exterior 
lights shall be shown on the site plan submitted to and approved by the Design Review 
Committee.  In addition, the property owner shall submit to the Design Review Committee for 
review and approval the specifications for the exterior lights, including a picture or diagram 
showing the cross section of the light that illustrates that the illuminated portion of the 
fixture/lens does not extend below the shield. Exterior lighting specifications shall be part of the 
building permit process and be reviewed by City Planning prior to approval. 
 
MITIGATION MEASURE NO. 2:  The individual residences shall be designed such that the 
wetland not be filled or otherwise impacted with development or future land use. A minimum 
setback of 25 feet, measured westward from the westernmost wetland boundary, shall be 
maintained (on lots 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8). The 25-foot buffer shall be incorporated into the 
backyard of each lot. No earthmoving or building construction shall take place within this 25-ft 
buffer zone. The wetland is undisturbed and should not require any additional planting of 
hydrophytic species. 
 
MITIGATION MEASURE NO. 3: A temporary sediment fence shall be constructed at the 25 ft 
buffer line of the wetland area. The fence shall be constructed of certified weed free or rice straw 
bales and landscape fabric and shall be constructed prior to any ground moving activities 
associated with individual lot development. This fence shall be maintained throughout the 
construction period and shall only be removed after the exposed soils on the site are stabilized 
with vegetation. 
 
MITIGATION MEASURE NO. 4:  Storm runoff from structures and roads shall be drained 
away from the wetland site. 
 
MITIGATION MEASURE NO. 5: If buried archaeological or historical resources are 
encountered during construction activities, the contractor on-site shall call all work in the 
immediate area to a halt temporarily, and a qualified archaeologist is to be contacted to evaluate 
the materials.  Prehistoric materials may include obsidian or chert flakes, tools, locally darkened 
midden soils, groundstone artifacts, dietary bone, and human burials.  If human burial is found 
during construction, state law requires that the County Coroner be contacted immediately.  If the 
remains are found to be those of Native American, the California Native American Heritage 
Commission will then be contacted by the Coroner to determine the appropriate treatment of the 
remains. 
 
MITIGATION MEASURE NO. 6.  Future development shall not increase runoff above existing 
levels.  A detention facility and associated drainage improvements shall be a part of this 
subdivision and shall be approved by the City Engineer and shown on the Final Map. 
 
 
  


